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men as will afford their assistance, is ear- 
nestly desired, and will be gladly accept- 
ed. 

The Committee cannot close their re- 
port without again appealiug to this As- 
sembly, and particularly to the Ladies, for 
their countenance and support in this vast 
and important undertaking, which bids fair 
to become the characteristic of this age 
and nation. 

Patients in the County of Antrim Infirmary, 
in Lisburn, front 6th of January, 1815, 
U 5th of January, 1814. 

Interns, . 90 

Externa, for medicine........ .....931 

Ditto, for advice, 150 

Remaining in the house, 18 



lARUAMlNTART RErOiM. 

Letters from Major John Cftrtivrighi to the 

Rev. Christopher rVyvill. 

(Continued from page 231.,) 

LETTER V. 

Strike, but hear / 

DfcAK Sin, — tfwas the great object of 
hst winter's tour, to lay a broad and 
solid foundation for harmony, union, and 
tordxal co-operation of the higher with 
the lower, and of the lower with the 
higher classes of the community. That 
foundation xo's 'laid, and now exists. Nei- 
ther class without the other can do any 
thing : united, they must triumph. In pur- 
suit of Reform, I know as well as any one, 
how unavailing would be a multitude of 
petitioners of the'middle and'lower classes 
alone, without great men as patrons and 
supporters. Sueh a mass would be treat- 
ed by the borough faction with scorn ; or, 
if discontented, dragooned into submission. 
But what, on the other hand, is the mos' 
potent combination of grandees without 
the confidence aixUupport of themillions ? 
A- mere gaudy parade of officers, bedizen- 
ed whh goldj without a solid and firm 
body of rank and file at their back ; an 
army of all eonWianders and no common 
men ; in short, an insignificant faction^s 
faction, eithef- destined to sink into the 
mere puppets and pageants of despotic 
power ; or, by that power to be treated 
with sovereign contempt. See we not at 
this moment, before our eyes, the exem- 
plification of th*«e truths ? 

Is the rump tH the alarmist body again 
to sow among us, in 1814, the seeds of 



discord? Again, to aim at disunion, by first 
mh representing, and then reprobating and 
" rejecting," and lasily opposing, the work 
of Reform, so correctly planned in 1813, 
so constitutionally proposed in all places 
by respectable persons, exempt from the 
possibility of factious influence, so accept- 
able to the people, so tranquilly begun, 
so prosperously proceeded in, and, in print 
ciple to invulnerable, that not a single coun- 
ter-petitioning voice was any where raised 
against it, among enemies sufficiently nu- 
merous, sufficiently vigilant, and sufficient- 
ly inclined ? Not a man of these sharp- 
sighted enemies could discover, that " the 
first Camden's" celebrated maxim, main- 
taining the inseparableneas of Representation 
and Taxation, is an ," innovation !" Not 
a man of these sharp-sighted enemies was 
able to discover, that the principles laid 
down by the Friends of the People, in 
1795, "That Representation ought to be 
distributed equally - and impartially \>ver the 
whole surface of the kingdom,"* is an " in- 
novation .'" Not a man of these sharp- 
sighted enemies was able to discover, that 
annual Parliaments (under Hhich the con- 
stiturina grew old ere a law was made to 
sanction a longer duration, is an •'inno- 
vation!" And hath our venerable friend, 
he who so long and with so much lustre 
has headed the patriots of Yorkshire, and, 
while their deputy presided over the unit- 
ed patriotism of all England, hath he at 
last made this extraordinary discovery ? 
To our grief, to our amazement, he tells 
us he hath, aye, and that our propositions 
are "dangerous innovations." He forgets 
his own better opinions and more dignified' 
resolves. It is the infirmity of human ge- 
nius sometimes" to flag. Homer nodded, 
and Wyvill forgets himself. * The poet oc- 
casionally lost his energy in slumbers ; the 
patriot has his dozing fits, til which his 
vigour forsakes him. 

Wheu, ori;the 25th of March, 1780, he v 
as chairman of the committee of York- 
shire, unfortunately give his sanction and' 
his signature' to the unconstitutional prq-^ 
position for triennial Parliaments, he forgot 
that, only five short days before, while offii 
ciatih'g in a much more dignified capacity, 
as president of the deputies of all the pei 
fitioning counties, cities, and towns of 1 
England, he had received the unanimous! 
thanks of those deputies for his conduct 
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tn their chair ; and as their organ had com- 
mitted to him to repoit their " propositions 
for- a plan of association ;" as well as to cir- 
culate through the whole kingdom their 
memorial, in which it was declared, that 
w AN&VAl parliaments are the ancient Constitution 
of England, and the birth-right of Englishmen." 

That the firmness of our friend should 
be of this melting kind, I consider not as 
matter of reproach ; but, contemplating 
the elevated station he had held, and the 
importance of his individual example, I 
do consider it as matter of most grievous 
lamentation. When the leader himself is 
the first man to manitest a want of con- 
stancy, it is natural to expect that versa- 
tility and disunion will run through the 
whole ranks. 

It was this defection which first caused the 
breach and disunion between the two lead- 
ing classes of reformists, which disunion to 
this day exists ; but which, thank. God, is 
now fast wearing out. Towards me the 
language of our friend has a tone of impa- 
tience and reproach. I am " cash ;" a 
« mistaken enthusiast ;" and " obstinate." 
"My obstinacy, indeed, is such, that, rather 
than have copied the flexibility of the 
friend, whose virtues 1 venerate, my right 
band, I trust, should have been struck 
off. In your own letter to Dr. Jebb, 5th Jau. 
1781, you say, " I own / do not expect any 
thing can be done, if the plan which has been 
adopted by several counties, and approved 
by the last General Deputation, is not 
considered by the friends of Mr. Cart- 
wright'splan, as deserving their support." 
To mere opinion, by whomsoever entertain- 
ed, this had been too great a concession : 
but you, Who made the concession, made 
it to the principles of the radical reformists, 
the truth o( which you acknowledged, and 
here also acknowledge their potency. And 
has not the experience of four-aud-thirty 
years yet cuted you of the infatuation of 
turning aside from principle, to pursue the 
ignut-fatuus of expediency ! 

My friend also knows, that when, in 
1781, (November 4,) he expressed a hope 
that his line of conduct would have my 
"approbation," assuring me, " that few 
circumstances would give him higher satis- 
faction, or a better hope of final success ;" 
among other opinions and arguments, in 
my reply (November 25,) were the follow- 
ing, namely, that - I felt the strongest 
conviction that no possible union could be 
expected on the ground of the Yorkshire 
propositions ; that 1 saw not a shadow of 
practicability i B the plan ; that it contained 



not a single principle that will ever fasten 
on /he minds of the people ; that in the Other 
plan, the plan of radical reform, there i» 
every thing that can convince, and animate, 
and attach them, lying self-evident on the 
surface ; that therein, and therein alone, 
lies practicability. The more I contem- 
plated the subject of reform, the more aw- 
ful appeared to me the great design, and 
the greater the necessity for simplicity and 
rectitude. That the work is upon too vast 
a scale to admit of progression ; that it most 
be effected at once, or not all ; that if the 
fate of nations be amongst the cares of Pro- 
vidence, I feared to trust to any expedients 
which do not imply that our liberty is to be 
recovered by the light of truth, and the 
triumph of justice. Imagining that I saw 
very clearly the only line of practicability, 
it was not in my power to depart from 
that line ; and I would to God that every 
friend to reformation would first unite in 
trying; what is practicable in the right line of 
the constitution, before they spent their efforts 
upon inferior objects." And 1 added, that 
" cue difference of opinion between us on 
the point of expediency, was an affliction to 
me which 1 felt very sensibly, but I hoped 
events and farther experience would bring 
us together, ere it was toe late." Recol- 
lecting that some of my Letters had been 
honoured by insertion in the Wyvill Politi- 
cal Papers, 1 looked for this, but did not 
find it. 

In the very last of your volumes, speak- 
ing *>f the weight of undue influence throwa 
into the scale of the Crown, you say, " to 
withstand which with sufficient efficacy, 
would require the vigour and integrity of 
a Parliament radically reformed. To effect 
such a ruiicai reform, has been the object 
for which the true friends of their count ty have 
been contending during a great part of 
this long reign, but hitherto without, suc- 
cess."* If those be "the true friends of 
their country who contend for radical re- 
form," how shall we designate those who 
f.>r four-and-thirty years, have been coun- 
teracting their constitutional efforts, by a 
succession of temporizing, tinkering expm- 
dients, in a variety of shapes ? But more 
especially, how shall we describe those 
who, even as partial reformists, are now 
for " taking a retrograde direction ;"f and 
instead of advancing beyond, and improv- 
ing upon their fellows, proclaim their iu- 



• Wyvill's Polit. Pap. vi, 231. 
f Wyvill's Polit. Pap. vi. 851. 
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Marion of going back to, and reviving, the 
very first crude, infant essay, of expediency 
m 1780 > 

A temporising, tinkering expediency, hat 
Bow for two and thirty additional years, 
in a variety of shapes, been tried, and not 
only been tried in vain, but, in every in- 
stance, wi|h less and less hope of success. 
la it not, therefore, time to make the other 
experiment t « Moving the people of Eng. 
land to carry a small reform, would," says 
Dr. Jebb, " be tempesting the ocean to 
drown a fly." But for such a purpose, the 
popular ocean will not raise its mighty 
Waves at all. 

What said that consummate patriot to 
you in August, 1781 r " You say you do 
not expect any thing can be done unless 
the measures adopted by the several coun- 
ties, and approved by the last General De- 
putation, be considered by the friends of 
Mr. Cartwright's plan as deserving of their 
support, I must cordially confess that, for 
one, ( never would have subjected myself 
to the losses, odium, and anxiety I have 
sustained, if I could have imagined that 
the friends of reformation could have been 
satisfied with so defective a plan as that of 
Yorkshire. I am confident," says he, " in 
tny opinion, that the vihole may be more easily 
attained than a part; the Constitution of the 
'Commons House of Parliament can never 
be restored gradatum, nor under God, by 
any other power than that to which it 
owes its existence — I mean the power of 
the people. 1 trust it will not much longer 
be depressed in this country, either by a 
hist of power in the King, or aristocratic 
jealousy in the Peer." 

" 1 must also beg leave to observe, that 
the friends of Major Cartwright's plan have 
been indefatigable in their endeavours to 
keep up the spirit of the friends of liberty 
in every part of the kingdom ; although 
they saw measures embraced in preference 
to those which they verily believed would 
have awakened the slumbering virtue of 
the people."* 

When you had communicated to Mr. 
Lofft certain resolves of the Yorkshire 
Committee of October 1, 1783, in favour 
of what you call " moderate" reform, what 
said that profound constitutional lawyer 
and truly enlightened man i One advan- 
tage, however, and of great importance, 
this experiment may have purchased : to 
undeceive the groundless expectation of 

• Wyvill't Poiifc. Pap. iv. £02, S06. 



carrying any thing by soliciting a very Unit 
from Parliament. We shall now, it may 
assuredly be concluded, join in the convic- 
tion, that defective plans of reform will not 
engage the favour of that assembly by the 
merit of moderation." 

After discussing two plans, iatpracticabh 
because defective, and therefore meriting 
the epithet of arbitrary, rather than mode- 
rate, he proceeds thus '. " The third, there- 
fore, though in order of proposal, and in 
acknowledged constitutional principles, the 
frit, is tbat of Major Camvright, adopted 
by the sub-committee, of Westminster, re- 
commended in the various Tracts of the 
Society for Constitutional Information, and 
substantially retained in the Sill lately 
given to the public by the Duke of Rich- 
mond. This alune has the advantages of 
simplicity, comprehension, equality, effi- 
cacy, self-supporting energy, agreement 
with the spirit of the constitution, with 
the analogy of constitutional practice, the 
necessary ends of the social compact, the 
feelings and the rights, of humanity : it is 
cleat- and animating as the common light, 
and with similar ease and beneficial diffus- 
iveness would it pervade society "f 

There was au error I desire to correct 
in speaking of a plan " of Major Cart- 
wright's j" sis that person, although he 
early exhibited details, whereby xanUitu- 
tional reform might be effected, never was 
so arrogant or ill-advised as to propose, 
for reforming the legislature of his country, any 
" plan," or project, or proposition of hit ; 
any conceit of hit own train ; any arbitrary 
fancy, resting wholly on an imagined expe- 
diency i but now for nearly forty years, he 
has invariably called the public attention 
to the simple, clear, and ait-powerful prin- 
ciple! of the constitution, as alone competent 
to that great object. 

But in my friend's present purpose of 
abidance, by the feeble project of 1780, a 
purpose in which 1 hope he will not per- 
sist, he strangely forgets his better thoughts 
on various occasions. On the 17th of Oc- 
tober, 1781, we find him admitting more 
than is asserted or prayed for in our three 
propositions, which he now calls " dange- 
rous innovations."—" That mankind," says 
he, " are naturally equal, is also a pro- 
position which cannot be denied."-'-*' The 
diversity which has in some measure re- 
tarded the union of the people, arose, not 
from a difference of political principles, 
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for in them there is an entire agreement j but 
splely from considerations of a prudential 
nature. The questions in debate have 
been, not, whether those doctrines be main- 
tainable in argument, for it is admitted they 
tr e; but, &c.."* 

With submission, that which hath so 
iong "retarded the union of the people" 
was not mere " diversity of sentiment," but 
the practical defection from principle, which 
1 have noticed. And it would throw an 
Instructive light on our subject, if you 
would have the goodness to give an ex- 
plicit answer to this question :— On your 
return to your Committee in Yorkshire, 
in March, 1780, with " the plan of asso- 
ciation" agreed on by the collective De- 
VDTiEt, who had met in the metropolis, 
of which " plan," the proposition tor AN- 
NUAL Parliaments was the grand, and in- 
finitely most valuable feature, was not the 
departure from that principle caused by a 
message, or some intelligible information, 
direct or indirect, from the Marquis of 
Rockingham, that, in case of your draw- 
ing the line at a triennial Parliament you 
would have his support or concurrence V 
If. this were the fact, as 1 have grounds 
for believing it was, it will illustrate the 
e»pre»sion in a former fetter (III.) of 
«} lending strings." It "will also throw con- 
siderable light on two political, events, in 
which Mr. Fox and the noble Marquis 
had afterwards parts to act. Painful as 
ft is- to unveil any specks in the charac- 
ters of »<»cb men, truth and the interests of 
i eform demand* what I have to state ; and 
at s'period when it is most anxiously to 
be, wished; that, the surviving friends and 
ihe fdnuYers of those statesmen, should 
unite and cordially co operate with all the en- 
lightened and virtuous reformists of the' 
present day, I trust the anecdotes I 
have fo relate will prove instructive. Here 
then t close the present letter, and remain, 
dear Sir, very truly, your friend and ser- 
vant, John' CARTwaiGHT. 

LETTER VI. 

StrUe, tat Jujr 1 
Dear Sir, — Ii is weH known that in 
Westminster, in the year 1780, t-he same 
feeling' animated the people in favour of 
annual Pa/liaments, as glowed in the bosoms 
of the united Deputies of all the petition- 
ing counties and communities over which 

• Wyvill's Polit. Pap. i. 378. 27*. 
MtFAST MA<5. NO. LXlt. 



you presided. On the very day on which 
those deputies dissolved their meeting, 
namely, VO'th of March, to report to their 
respective constituents, "that annual Par- 
liaments ate the aneieut constitution of £ng A 
land, and tie birthright of &,igiiihmcii"\-^on 
that very day was read iu the General 
Committee of Westminster, a "Report 
of the Sub-committee, appointed to in- 
quire iuto the state of .the representation 
of this country," a Report, Consisting of 
uineteen propositions, signed R. B Sheri- 
dan, Chairman. 

The Report begins thus ;— ''Resolved, 
That it appears that new • Parliaments, 
to be holden,once iu every year] were the 
ancient Aisage, and declared to be the here- 
ditary and indefeasible right of the people 
Of England. 

" That it appears that the Act of the 
6th year of the reign of William and Ma- 
ry is the first regular act which attempts 
to establish and appoint the time of the 
continuance of Parliaments to be for the 
term of three years, though the same Act 
recognizes the a'ucieht laws and 'statutes 
of this kingdom,, by which annual Parlia- 
ments were confirmed," ckc.j: 

And the reading of this Report of the 
Sub-committee was immediately: fol- 
lowed Qp in fhe General Committee 
by four Resolutions', of wfrich this 
is the first :• "Resolved, that ANNUAL, 
Parliaments are the undoubted right of 
tht people of England, and that the Act 
which prolonged their duration^ was sub- 
veni-ve of th>- Constitution, and a violation 
on tht part of the Representatives of, the 
sicred trust reposed in them by -their con- 
stituents) ;" and file fourth Resolution 
was as follows: "Resolved, That the 
Report of the Sub-committee be printed, 
a'nd copies sent to the several Committees of 
the counties, cities, and boroughs of this 
kingdom. £" ft was on Monday, the 20rb 
day of March, 1720, that these Resold 
tions were signed C. J. Fox, Chairman. 
Oft the 25th of March, ihe General Com- 
mittee, being a Committee o! Correspon- 
dence, again met. But here, from au ex- 
traordinary garbling of inTportaiu docu- 



f Wyvill's Polit. Pap. I. 434. 
$ Wyvill's Polit. Pap. 1. 21"2 
j The Triennial Ace. 
|| Wyvill's Po.it Pap. I. 217. 
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ments, occurs a difficulty. I know not 
the source from whence you had the pa- 
pers relative to Westminster ; but you 
must have been greatly imposed on by the 
garbling of which I speak. On this very 
day, the second Resolution that really 
passed was, "That it is the opinion of 
this Committee, that the Members of the 
House of Commons should be ANNUAL- 
LY elected to serve in Parliament ;" 
which Resolution, in your 1 diiital Papers 
H •wholly omitted.* It Was, however, " Re- 
solved, That this Committee will, on 
Monday, April the third, consider of a plan 
for a General Association ;** and it was also 
" Resolved, that this Committee "do ad- 
jaurn till Monday, the third of April next, 
precisely at 1 1 o'clock in the forenoon." 
It is again remarkable, that in your series 
of " papers" relative to Westminster, 
from the 15th of March to the 18th of 
July, 1 780, inclusive, the proceedings of the 
jaid third day of April are -wholly omitted; 
and it is still farther remarkable, that 
those of the General Meeting in West- 
minster Hall, on tie sixth of April, are in 
part omitted ; and without any account of 
•what patted on the debate, although a part of 
what occurred was somewhat extraordi- 
nary. As, however, I can never forget 
a certain occurrence in the said proceed- 
ings of the sixth of April, and am able to 
throw some light on the history of that 
crisis, in the exertions for Parliamentary 
Reform, I think it my duty so to do. 

Of what actually passed in the West- 
minster Committee, prior to the said sixth 
ef April (when, by a vote of the Gene- 
ral Meeting of the city,. I was added to 
it,) my knowledge was derived from 
others ; but I had good information of the 
intrigues in that . Committee, of the same 
party which had prevailed in the York- 
shire Committee, and there first sowed a 
dangerous dissention among the Reform- 
ists, on the very important point of Par' 
liamentary duration. 

A document in my possession, and of 
which 1 think myself extremely fortunate 
in having found two copies preserved 
among my papers, will materially aid in 
jiroof of the garbling I have noticed ; it is 
a handbill in two columns. This hand- 
bill was plentifully distributed among the 
assembled people, while waiting for Mr. 
Fox to take the Chair of the General 
Meeting on the said tixih of April; and 
both the hand-bill, and a blue flag, in- 
scribed ANNVAL PARLIAMENTS, EjUAL 



representation, appeared to diffuse a 
general satisfaction. The contents of the 
first column are as follow : 
" Men of England, 
" When I wore your diadem, and enrich- 
ed it with the conquest of half the provin- 
ces and a captured King of France, it was 
my policy and my pride to cherish the 
freedom of my brave and beloved people. 

" I thought it the most glorious act of my 
life, when I confirmed their birthright 
to the election of a NEW Parliament 
ONCE IN EVERY YEAR at the least. 

"Little did I think, that Englishmen 
could ever brook to have this unalienable 
right invaded, or wrested from them ; 
and when I saw it, bitter was the anguish 
I felt, even in the realms of immortality. 

" It is with the delight of a fond parent, 
and the virtuous pride of an English King, 
that I now behold reviving the ancient 
spirit of your illustrious forefathers- Go 
on, my children, in this read to glory ; 
vindicate your Constitution; be free; 
be victorious; be happy! 

" Demand your birthright, annjal 
Parliaments and equal representa- 
tion. 

"Edward the Third, 
" Once King of England. 

" The 2d day of the 4th Moon, in the 
year of my Redeemer 1780." 

The second column of the band- bill rur*v 
thus: 

" At a Meeting of Deputies from 
eighteen Committees of petitioning coun- 
ties, cities, and towns i 

Resolved, That the Members of the 
House of Commons be ANNUALLY 
elected to serve in Parliament." 

"Westminster Committee. 
" King's Armt Tavern, March 20, 1 780. 
" Resolved, That ANNUAL Parlia- 
ments are the undoubted RIGHT of the 
PEOPLE of England. 

" Resolved, That the present state of 
the Representation of this country 
is inadequate to the object, and a 
departure from the first principles of the 
Constitution. 

« C J. FOX, Chairman." 

"Westminster Committee, 

" King i Arms Tavern, March 25, 1780. 

" Resolved, I. That it is the opinion ot 

this Committee, that there should be sent 

to the House of Commons, in addition co 

the present Representatives of Countnw, 
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a number of Members, Dot less than one 
.hundred, to be chosen, in due propor- 
tion, by the several counties of the king- 
dom of Great Britain. 

<( II. That His the opinion of this Commit- 
tee, that thi Members of the House of Com- 
mons should be ANNVALLT elected to serve 
in Parliament* 

" HI. That it is the opinion of this Com- 
mittee, that it be most earnestly recom- 
mended to the Electors of this city, to 
support, at the ensuing General Election, 
inch candidates to represent them, in Par- 
liament, as shall, previous to the Elec- 
tion, by signing an Association, or other- 
wise, have satisfied them that they will 
(import the above important regulations in 
Parliament, or so much thereof as shall 
not be obtained in the present Parlia- 
ment. 

" C. J. Fox, Chairman." 

"JfiLLow Citizens, 

«• If the Freeholders of Yorkshire have 
forgotten that a triennial Parliament was a 
rotten Parliameut, we have not. 

« If they have forgotten the birthright 
of Englishmen, we have not. 

" If they can believe that a triennial Par- 
liament •> the cure for corruption, we can- 
not. 

u Se steady and determined. It is re- 
served for us to set an example that must 
he ioUowed by all England, if it would 
preserve its liberty. 

" To-morrow is the day to ■watch those 
who have called themselves the friends of 
the people. Yon have their solemn Resolu- 
tions before you. Let them act steadily 
up to these, if they would preserve your 
confidence. Be watchful, I say; these 
are slippery times ; and to-mor- 
row, in all probability, is to decide 
whether you shall be FREEMEN or 
SLAVES. 

« GbO BUSS THE PEOPLE ! 

" Your faithful servant, 

" John Locke. 
"Wednesday, April 5." 

I have said that the papers with which 
you were famished relative to these trans- 



* Omitted in the Wyvill Polit. Pap. k 
21*. It is a fact worthy of notice, that in 
the Remembrancer, published by Almon, a 
bookseller, under the particular patron- 
age uf the opjwdtHWi patty, the whole 



actions must have been garbled. You 
shall now have the evidence. Compare 
your own publication of the proceedings 
of the 25th of Marcb,fwith the handbill 
which recites the three first Resolutions of 
that day. In your book, the second, and 
by far the most important, is entirely 
omitted; and to correspond with their 
omission, the word " regulations" in the 
third Resolution, which, in the original 
had reference to both of the tin? which 
preceded, is altered into " regulation," an- 
swering to the one Resolution that in the 
garbled paper was returned. It was, I 
know, on the authority of n*. Je»b, a 
Member of the Committee, who was in 
the constant habit of not trusting to me- 
mory, nor to Secretaries, but to enter 1 every 
thing important in his own pocket me- 
morandum-book, that tfaoae. Mrw Resolu- 
tions of the 25th, were copied into the 
handbill. You know the incapability of 
that person to falsify a document. You 
must also see the utter incredibility, that 
in so open a manner, on so public att 
occasion, and in the face of so numerous 
a committee, who from tBeir own in-warm 
consciousness at the moment, must, "have 
eagerly caught at and reprobated such a 
falsification of a document of their own 
only twelve days old ; such a recital of 
the said three Resolutions could not have 
been made, unless it was correct. 

Besides, the said second Resolution carries 
within itself internal evidence of it* hav- 
ing made part of the said proceeding* 
of the 25th. Firstly, it agrees with the 
sentiment and the Uuguage of the Sub- 
committee. . Secondly, it accords with a 
resolution of the General Committee on 
the 20th. And thirdly, this internal evi- 
dence becomes irresistible, when we jt» 
one step farther back, that is, to the 1501 
of March, on which day the Committee 
" conceiving themselves bound to eater 
into the consideration of every question 
tending to establish the independency of 
Parliament on a solid and durable basis, — 
Resolved, That the duration of Parlia- 
ments, and the state of Represefitatitih 
of the People, are questions immediately 

of these proceedings of the £&*>■ 
of March, as well as the important pj»« 
ceedings of the third of Jpril,in which the 
Committee were guilty of the tame de* 
fection as that of Yorkshire, are wfcelijc 
omitted. 

t WyviH's PoRt. Pap.,I,.SW» 
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' this description." It is not, there* 
fore, to be believed, that in the course 
of ten days, while warm in the pursuit of 
reform, either of their two important ob- 
jects could have been wholly forgotten. 

From the handbill, it is seen what 
a shock had been produted in 
the Metropolis, by the defectum in cue 
county from the correct and sound patri- 
otism of the united deputies of tighteen 
counties and communities, and the 
alarm that was taken. The proceedings 
of the day were of course opened by a 
Speech from the, chairman, Mr Fox ; but 
*s that faithful Abdiei, Dr. Jebb, well 
knew what had passed in the Committee 
at its last meeting, on the aforesaid third 
of April, when party had triumphed 
over principle, he planted himself at the 
elbow of the Chairman, prepared to move 
in this General fleeting an amendment on 
the particular article, which, instead of 
an annual, made a triennial Parliament the 
object of association ; and there can be 
no doubt but that, had he experienced 
fair play, his amendment would have been 
carried triumphantly, as an amendment of 
the Yorkshire plan of association was car- 
ried seven days afterwards in the Common 
Council of the City of London. Dr. 
Jebb, and those in his confidence, took for 
granted, that on a matter of such magni- 
tude and importance, the whole proposed 
form of Association was in the first instance 
to be read oyer, without interruption, for 
putting the meeting generally in possession 
of the entire matter of it ; and that then 
each several propositieu was to be rtioved 
separately in order to discussion. This I 
well know ; because, in consultation with 
my friend, and considering the business in 
The same light, I was prepared, at his side, 
to support his intended amendment, when, 
to our astonishment and vexation, in- 
stantly after the form had been read 
through,. the- Chairman, without suffi- 
cient deliberation and distinctness, and 
in a voice but little audible, hastily put 
the question on the -whole together, which, 
so put, was instantly decided by a show 
of hands. 

The impression on my mind then was, 
and it has ever since remained unshak- 
en, that the people -were taken by surprise. 
l'then did believe, and I still do believe, 
that comparatively; very few really 
beard the motion that was made, and 
that still much fewer understood it; for 
to that end it were necessary that they 



should have kept in their minds a clear 
conception of the matter contained in the 
tix proposition on different questions, some 
of more and some of less importance, 
which this sweeping motion involved t 
and many who were present informed m* 
they thought they had voted for an associa- 
tion in support of annual parliaments, agree- 
ably to the known declaration of the 
Jeputiesr—to the repeated Resolutions of their 
aitin Comrnittee-^-'Aad to cne tsj the very propt* 
sitions which had Been then read to them, and 
was intended for a distinct resolution. 

In consequence of the garbling of 
which I complain, and shameful garbling 
it was, you were obliged, in your publi- 
cation of this day's work, to insert the 
following note : " The form of associa- 
tion, and six first Resolutions, are omitted ; 
icing simi'ar to those agreed, on at York." 
The grossness ' of this imposition on you 
shall soon appear, by the production of 
one of the said "six first resolutions," 
which was so far from being *' similar 
to those agreed on at York,'" that it puts 
the most important of the York resolu- 
tions, as well as the corresponding one in 
Westminster, to the blush, by placing iii 
a proper light the ever to be lamented 
defection from the dignified conduct of 
the united deputies; a defection which, 
in respect of triennial Parliaments, sacri- 
ficed principle to party ; but which de- 
fection, in the Westminster Committee, met 
wjth such opposition, that the prevailing 
faction ivg carrying their job, were oblig- 
ed to submit to an exposure of their own 
gross inconsistency. 

That one Resolution of the six omitted 
ones to which I have alluded, I mean 
to restore. I find it in your own book| 
and there introduced on the most 'un- 
questionable authority, as I shall show. 
When we look back to all fhis garbling, 
this suppressing, and finesse, we have 
ample evidenae that the original defec- 
tion, the fatal cause of disunion among 
the reformists, was accompanied by a 
strong consciousness of something to be a- 
shamed of. 

The Committee of the Common Coun- 
cil of the city of London acted withirore 
wisdom and fidelity than that of West*. 
winster, by avoiding that inconsistency of 
which the other had set them the exam- 
ple. When the Yorkshire form of as- 
sociation reached the London Committee, 
the latter say to their constituents, " Your 
Committee have taken ancli plan of asso, 
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elation into consideration, and having 
made some alterations therein, do ap- 
prove and adopt the same as altered." 
«« And jour Committee further beg leave 
to recommend to this honourable Cdurt, 
a resolution which they have lately come 
to,—' that it is the opinion of this Com- 
mittee, that ANNUAL Parliaments, or 
more often if need be, are the unalien- 
able right of the People of England, and 
ought to be obtained, in preference to 
any longer period, all which we submit to 
this honourable Court, this 13th day of 
April, 1780.'" On that occasion it was 
«« Refolved unanimously, that this Court 
do agree with the Committee m their 
said Report, and approve and adopt 
the form of Association therein recom- 
mended. 

Here again, you insert the following 
note, " This altered plan of Association, 
being nearly the same as that of the coun- 
ty of York, it is not thought necessary to 
be re-printed here.*" With submission, 
Ww«y*T, the difference, coupled with the 
declaratory context of their resolution, 
bring truly important, ought to have 
teen "reprinted" that your Readers 
BHghf know exactly what it was. By 
j*Srence to the books of the Common 
Council, I find the altered proposition 
was m these words ; " A proposition for 
sborttfuing the duration of Parliaments ;" 
trai wli*t they meant by " shortening ' 
twetewsohu'rai, at the same time agreed 
to, JRffiefently declared. 
' Hiving* thus restored two omitted pro- 
positioni, which I esteem of high impor- 
tance,' ntmSily, one in the Westminster 
Committee, on the 25th ot April, 1780, 
my Aeit Letter shall restore another of 
♦qtlai value, until which I remain, 
Dear Sir, truly, 
Your friend and servant, 

John Cartwright. 



LlTTtR VII. 

Strike, but hear! 
TbtA*., Sib,, — 1 have undertaken to mate 
fP**? M> e grossness of the imposition 
practised on you, by putting into your 
**wU partial document of the proceed- 
ings an the ,i*th of Afril, I78O, which in- 
duced you to sky, in a note, in your first 
▼otanrei p. 2go ; that "The form of Asso- 
ttation, and iix first resolutions.are omitted, 



being nutui to those agreed on at York. 
I have also undertaken to produce me of 
the said six, which was wholly of a dif- 
ferent character. 1 find it in your o-wn book. 

In the report of a sub-committee of 
Westminster, Thomas Brand Holiie, Esq. 
in the chair, made on the 18th of July, 
1 7S0, the said resolution is introduced as 
follows : 

" And that the General Meeting of the in- 
habitants of Westminster, upon the Hxtb of 
April, declared, That it is the opinion of 
this Meeting, that the people of England 
have, and always had, a clear, unalien- 
able, indefeasible right to an ANNUAL 
election of their representatives, as well as 
to an adequate and equal representation, 
founded upon stronger grounds than that 
of any act or acts of Parliament, and >ii*t 
the attainment of these important consti- 
tutional objects, is the most effectual ex- 
pedient for restoring and securing the in- 
dependence of Parliament."* 

So far is this resolution from " being 
siMfLAR to those agreed on at York" it 
is a perfect contrail ; so far from echoing, it 
reprobates, not Only the York Resolutions, 
but those of the Westminster Committee 
of thg third of April. Here you will now 
sse the true reason for its omission ; and 
hence I infer thatj together with the pro- 
ceedings, you had been furnished with 
the \fte also, to prevent your asking 
questions. Here you will also see, that 
although faction will do its job, it cannot 
get rid of its consciousness of being cor-> 
rapt. 

After the sweeping vote of the General 
Meeting had passed, as I have described, 
it was in vain- that Or. Jebb, and those 
who wished to support him, endeavoured 
to correct what they considered as an ir- 
regularity of the Chairman. The. disperse 
ing people conceiving the business was 
over, the Doctor and his friends could 
obtain but very' little attention to the 
mistake that bad been made, and were 
obliged to return to their homes meditat- 
ing on the mischiefs that result, when 
party triumphs over principle.- On Mr. 
Brand Hollis's report, we -find the Gen- 
eral Committee, on the said 18th of "July, 
came to the following votes : 

" Resolved, That the thanks »f this 
Committee be given to the Chairman and 



*yyim» Polit. Pap, |. 246. 



* WyviU'a Polit. Pap. I. 234. See also 
£44, for the thanks voted to the Duke of 
Richmond. 
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Members of- the- Sub-Committee, for the 
very intelligent- Report- made by them, 
relative to. the Election of Members to 
serve in the Commons Bouse of, Parlia- 
ment. 

«■ That the Report of the Sub-Com- 
mittee be printed, and- copies sent _ to the 
Several Committed of counties, cities, and 
boroughs of this kingdom. 

«C. J. Fox." 

Here, then, we find the same Mr. Fox, 
who, wider the fascinating influence of par- 
ty,, had condescended to practise in West- 
minster-hat! a _/«««« umvortby of him ; af- 
terwards subscribing* in the Committee" 
rooni, as he had several times done, before, 
to, that great principle of die Constitution, 
from which he ought never, for ond mo- 
ment, to have: departed. Can you,- my 
dear sir, now wonder that, after the con- 
course of people in Westminster-hall had 
listened; to the entire. Form of Association, to- 

S ether -with the complex matter: of the sis omitted 
ieiolutmns, that which I have now quoted 
having been one of them ; and, taken as 
they were by surprise, should have fancied 
they, had declared, for associating in sup- 
port of ANNUAL Parliaments ? And 
especially, when you know with what 
craft and. timidity, — craft and ' timidity 
arising from a consciousness of something 
to be ashamed aft— the mischievous propo- 
sition was. worded ?.'.-. The partisans of 
that proposition do not manfully speak 
out, and say, " (Jive US parliaments of 
triennial duration ;" but they, as sneak- 
ingly as invidiously, solicit a Bill " to 
shn-teit the duration of Parliaments to a 
term »"' . exceeding three , years." Words 
that do not positively exqlude annuel Par- 
JiiWiCDtS. "J 

Had tb* Consmittfte.cif Westminster, in 
April, 1780, displayed the same honesty, 
fldelity, and judgment, as that of London, 
by an Association K for shortening the 
duration of Parliaments," while an ac- 
companying Resolution explicitly declar- 
ed that both right and policy forbade a 
longer duration than on*, year, there 
would have been- good grounds for 3 
conference hetweri those Vm> divisions of 
the metropolis. Such a conference might 
have produced .a successful expostulation 
with Yorkshire against her defection; that 
jnight possibly, have influenced her- to have 
retrieved her character ; in which case, 
it is not unreasonable to suppose that the 
union which had been broken by her de 
fection might have bee» early restored 
by a return to the correct line of- conduct 



of the United Deputies, with the hanm«. 5f 
consequences to the cause of Reforr, 
But the Westminster Committee went tS." 
far in the path of faction to be disoZ 
ed to any such conference or expoi"" 
tion, . , r * 

That the aforesaid report of the Sab 
Committee of Westminster came from 
the pen of Dr. J ebb, we are certain be 
cause we find that Report •verbatim in his 
works.* Where, in another part, the 
Doctor,, quoting authorities in Support of 
his own opinions, among the rest, intro- 
duces this omitted Resolution which I 
have restored, as one which was agreed 
to- " at a General Meeting f the City 
of Westminster, April, (j, nao.f 

.That most excellent person, in whom 
we beheld the happy union of humility ana 
dignity, modesty and wisdom, genuine 
piety fcnd genuine, patriotism, blessed with 
a mind imbued with, science, a soul truly 
elevated, an intellect of the superior 
order, and under circumstances however 
discouraging, ever having a courageoQi 
confidence in the ultimate triumph of 
truth ; so gifted, no interests, no pas. 
sipns had ever power to cloud his judg- 
ment. Touching- the means of unanimity, 
ha says, " ' Political Truth, like- the 
moral feelings of the soul, is plain and 
simple ; it recommends itself powerfully 
to the general sentiments; a;rd, wivn 
unveiled in its intrinsic purity, will assuredly 
call forth the animated exerimm of millions 
in its support."| ft was likewise his opin. 
ion, : that " the circumstances of the 
times, and the peculiar nature of tie meant 
which must be employed for effectiug our 
deliverance, require, that the proposed 
plan he exhibited complete, in aU. .its 
essential forms; and that its various parts, 
being combined in strict and necessary 
union with each -other, be established at 
one and tits same, vtontent of timc"§ 

Now, such is not only the excellence 
of radical Reform, but its intellectual 
force, that its three principles do so com- 
pletely exhibit the essence of its plan, 
that our legislators, to whom it appertains 
to pen our statutes, must be devoid of 
common sense to have any difficulty iu 
framing a law for giving effect to those 
principles. My estimate of the character 
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of a Jibb, as an object of imitation, very 
materially differs from that of Dr. 
Aikik. Were f, in the education of a 
youth in whose happiness I felt the warm- 
est interest, to select models of excellence 
worthy of his study and contemplation, I 
know not of any character, ancient or 
modern, to which I should sooner di- 
rect his attention, than to that of John 
Jebb. 

Having, my dear sir, thrown some 
light on the circumstances attending the 
first unfortunate defection from the prin- 
ciple of axtmat Parliaments, so distinctly 
laid down by the united Deputies, over 
whom you presided in 1780, allow me now 
to ask you, what was the early, and has 
been the u«y >rtn fruit of that defection T 
By the W«"tn.inster hand-bill you must 
see the shock it had given ; although then 
carried, it was carried by finesse, and a- 
gainst t!i* Stose of the people ; it called 
forth the opposition of the wisest and 
most virtuous of men ; as a ground of 
union, it is in direct violation of a maxim 
of Sir William Jones, which will ap- 
pear in my next Letter ; and the very 
Committee of Westminster, which, on the 
third of AprU, 1780, under the blighting 
influence of party, fell into the same de- 
fection, their own recent and repeated 
Resolutions to the contrary staring them 
in the face — that very Committee, t say, 
on the 18th of July following, eat their 
own words, and condemn themselves by 
their vote of tkanh to a Sub-Committee, 
which had reminded them of their own 
misconduct, and which then laid it down 
as right and proper, " That the Election 
of Representatives to serve in Parlia- 
ment be held ANNUALLY, upon the 
first Tuesday in July;" which vote of 
thanks is signed C. J. Fox. 

Turn we now to the Marquis of 
Rockingham. In my Fifth Letter (have 
asked, if the Yorkshire defection, which 
so suddenly took place, within w little 
■u/eei from your having signed and trans- 
mitted to your brethren of the deputation, 
the memorial and circular letter which 
now lie before me, were not " caused by 
a message, or some kind of intelligible in- 
timation, direct or indirect, from" that 
Noble Person ? You have informed us, 
that in a conversation with yourself, in 
June, 17S2, " Lord Rockingham express- 
ly admitted, at tbe instance of the Duke 
of Richmond, that a fair Parliamentary 
iiiscu&tion vi abuses in tbe state at Par- 
JLUnwt itself, should be rcu>idsred as 



one of the stimulated articles of the new ad- 
ministration." And that, on the 8th of 
June in particular, " after some common 
civilities on both sides, Lord Rocking- 
ham produced a paper, containing short 
notes of what articles were proposed by 
him, through Lord Tbbrlow, to the 
King, as the terms on which Lord Rock- 
ingham and his friends would engage in 
administration, and which his Majestt 
acceded to. The principal of these notes 
were, Independence of America, m veto ; 
the Contractors' Bill ; the Revenue Offi- 
cers' Bill ; Mr. Burke's Bill, the great 
parts of it ; general Peace, if to be had !" 
Afterwards, in reply to a very proper 
question of yours, his Lordship stated, 
" that the Duke of Richmond, on seeing 
the conditions above-mentioned, had ob- 
served, that no mention was made of a 
Reform in Parliament, and proposed, as 
an additional stipulation, that the discus- 
sion of that subject in Parliament should 
he agreed to ; which he (Lord Rocking- 
ham) CONSENTED TO."* 

We all know, that on the seventh of 
May of that year, 1782, the Marquis be- 
ing then Prime Minister, the question of 
Reform, the most important of all po- 
litical questions, was brought forward in 
the House of Commons by Mr. Pitt, 
and lost by only twenty votes. The follow- 
ing morning I was met in Coventry-street 
by Mr. King, the Marquis's Private. Se- 
cretary, and now Bishop of Rocblsteb, 
who, pathetically lamenting the vote of 
the preceding evening, added, that " un- 
fortunately Lord Rockingham, bad 
forgotten the day of the discussion 1 ! !" Now 
it so happened, that Mr. Burke, the in- 
veterate enemy of Reform in the Repre- 
sentation, and at that time also a Secretary 
under the Minister, did, contrary to his 
disposition and habits, absent himself from 
that debate; and it was the current re- 
port and belief, that this self-denial was 
in compliance with his Lordship's wishes. 
The inference was, that as Mr. Bd ski's 
opposition to the question might probably 
have heen imputed to the influence of his 
superior, and so have brought in public 
question his Lordship's sincerity, thinking: 
it for his reputation that the conduct of 
his principal Secretary should cot expose 
him to such an inconvenience, he did not 
fcrgrt to prevail on that gentleman to ab- 
sent himself fromihe House on the day 
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Of that debate!!! I give the simple his- 
tory without comment. 

An imagined expediency being your sole 
plea for having, after you had, from 
the Chair of the United Deputies, 
proclaimed to your country the grand, 
the animating truth, that ANNUAL Par- 
liaments were the birth-right of the 
People, all of a sudden hired by a factious 
artifice, condescended to preach the hu- 
miliating, the erroneous, and anti-consti- 
tutional doctrine of Triennial Parliaments, 
while many others, myself of the num- 
ber, deeply lamented this falling off, 
ought we not now,' after an addition of 
nearly 34 years experience, to be able, 
in some tolerable degree, to estimate the 
value of that plea, as well as to appre- 
ciate in its prominent features that dif- 
ference of opinion which has so long 
prevented our Union and cardial co-oper- 
ation ? 

By the extreme facility with which, 
within one little tveei, aye, within one litttt 
•utcei, you were lured down from the ex- 
alted station you occupied, a station to 
have given you, in the eye of the faction, 
an awe-inspiring dignity to the very 
humble level of a party politician, could 
you hope that you were to gain an in- 
fuenct which, as a reformist, you could 
turn to a good account ? How vain, alas, 
the expectation! What, in fact, by the 
grievous sacrifice you made did you gain i 
In return for having compromised away 
a grand constitutional principle, to 
which, by solemn declarations recently 
made, and honours recently conferred, 
you stood pre-eminently " pledged," did 
vou flatter yourself you had gained an 
interest in the bosom of a party leader 
of the day ? In the hour of trial, and of 
power, he wholly " forgot" you and your 
reform. 

And what have you gained at any time 
since? I know, indeed, you have re- 
ceived the flattery now and then of smooth 
words j and that you had the honour of 
having been duped into a varnisher of 
the mask of the grand apostate until that 
mask fell off. But, my dear sir, when 
we are not* inflexioly constant to a prin- 
ciple, do we not in all hostile minds invite 
a contempt of the principle itself, and 
greatly weaken its impression on those 
even of the well disposed I Of what im- 
portance in the eye of the multitude can 
that political principle b« accounted, of 



which a patriot the most esteemed can 
make so light, as to barter it for a Minis- 
ter's promise, or pawn it to the first 
Lord that will shake him by the hand ? 

Can you believe that the great truth 
of a resurrection to a better state would 
have taken root and spread as it did, had 
the Apostles, to humour the Sadducees, 
in place of a constancy, even to martyr- 
dom, evincing their own conviction, 
preached a doctrine rendering that truth" 
doubtful in the extreme ? Shall, we, then 
instead of faithfullypreaching annual Parlia- 
ments, for accomplishing our political re- 
surrection, put ourselves under thepupilage 
of those, who, to favour their own wish, 
say there can be no resurrection ; or 
who openly strive to prevent it ; or who 
mock? And, to humour such adversaries, 
shall we preach up a triennial parliament — 
itself a corrupt innovation, and as deep 
a stab as the Constitution ever received ? 

To relieve you for the present, 
I remain, dear sir, 
Truly your friend and servant, 
John CartwriOht. 
postscript. 

Sometime after this letter went to the 
press, I found among my papers, a print- 
ed Report of the Proceedings of the 
General Meeting in Westminster, on the 
6th of Apr|J, 1780, which enables me to 
state as follows : 

1st. That the Resolution I had sup- 
plied from your Papers, I. £-54, was the 
third in order ; and 2dly, that the six 
omitted Resolutions taken together,, were 
less similar to those of Yorkshire than I 
had supposed ; because Sdly, the " form 
of association referred to in, and adopted 
by, the first Resolution, wholly agrees 
with that of the City of London in its 
secand proposition, for simply " shorteu - 
ing the duration of Parliaments ;™ where- 
as the corresponding proposition in York- 
shire, is, fpr a Bill to shorten the du- 
ration of Parliaments to a term not exceed- 
ing three years. 



LETTER VIII. 

Strike, but hear ! 
Dear Sir., — I again ask, * what lias 
been gained by the fatal mistake in the 
political morality which I have noticed, 
by that erroneously imagined expedien- 
cy, but which, in sober reality, was a de- 
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faction from the standard of constitution- 
al freedom ?'— -NOTHING, tn three-and- 
thirty years, NOTHING. Nay, that 
which is far worse than nothing. — Ask 
you, in reply, what the radicai reform- 
ists have gained ? I boldly answer, they 
have gained that which is above all price — 
CONFIDENCE. As jone evident proof, I 
bring those very petitions which, most un- 
accountably, havegiven you alarm. Had no 
confidence been reposed in the fidelity of 
the humble individual with whom those 
petitions originated, and who merely drop- 
ped them on the way as he travelled post, 
do you believe they would have been sign- 
ed by so many thousands? Do you believe 
they would have expressed the decided 
public opinion of a considerable tract of 
country ? If, indeed, you have read the 
form of those petitions at all, read it, I 
beseech you again; and I will venture to 
fpretel, you will not find in it a principle 
or a sentiment which I cannot produce in 
your own writings. Why, then, in Gob's 
name, and for the sake of our injured 
country, shall, not our controversy end in 
anion and cordial co-operation I 

Let us, for a moment, go back to the 
Deputies of 1780; three or four years prior 
to which time I had published the same 
doctrines I to this day maintain, and which 
have bid defiance to refutation. Had those 
Deputies of 1.8 counties and communities, 
ygixo unanimously declared annual Parlia- 
ments the birthright of the people of Eng- 
Ituul — had, I say, all those Defutiei, a- 
mounting to forty-three* in number, faith- 
ful tP the Constitution, and " obstinately" 
abiding by the pledge so given to the na- 
tion,, uniformly adhered in practice to the 
principle they acknowledged, «nd had 
they actively exerted themselves in the 
dissemination of truth, is it to be believed 
that any of the Committees from which 
they had emanated, would have broken 
in upon the unanimity so happily commen- 
ced, among the Defutiei t Or that if, in a 
moment of weakness, one Committee had 
10 fallen off, would it not soon have been 
called hack to its duty ? In principles there 
is such self- evidence, in virtue such autho- 
rity, and in truth such an omnipotence, I 
must needs think that the fidelity of the 
several returning Defutiei would have kept 
entire the fidelity cf the Committees ; and 
Irtve produced such, exertion in their se- 
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veral counties, that when, two years af- 
terwards, the question of Reform was 
lost by only 20 votes, it would have been 
carried by a majority of ten times that 
number. That I, no where, nor at any 
time, have been a cause at defection, is a, 
consolation with which I would not part, 
for any thing this world has to bestow. 

Then, how in the end now stands the 
difference between you and me ? The 
distentions, the disunion of the Reformists, 
we mutually lament. Where did they 
begin? The answer you must anticipate. 
In the Yorkshire Committee, yourself the 
mover. We, the radical Reformists, on 
our part, have invariably adhered to 
annual Parliaments, in which, at our set- 
ting out, you agreed with us; and even 
to this hour admit the truth of our prin- 
ciple. That one party of us ought to con» 
cede to the other, we both confess. But 
are we here on equal terms ? If to,? are to 
concede, it must be by abandoning prin- 
ciples and self evident truths, without 
which our own understandings, as well 
as the luminous maxims of such men as 
Jp.bb and Jones tell us, it is impossible to 
arrive at unanimity, which, in this case, is 
only another word for practicability, at suc- 
cess ; we must also violate what we hoi J 
to be a sacred moral duty to our injured. 
country: whereas, to your conceding no 
such sacrifices are necessary. You would 
only quit a non-entity, a mere imaginary 
notion, an erroneously-conceived exped- 
iency, which for more than 30 years has 
misted you ; to return to the sound prin- 
ciples of the Constitution, which you have 
repeatedly acknowledged and declared ; as 
well as to the practice of an obviously 
moral duty cf patriotism. — Which is most 
reasonable ? 

But, perhaps, you would have a differ- 
ent mode of stating the case. Be it so. 
For four years past I have plied the par- 
tizans of ' moderate Reform with reason 
upon reason, argument upon argument; 
but they keep silence. The press is hot to 
their liking. Where, then, shall we 
meet to adjust our differences in amicable 
discussion? I know of no society so- pro- 
per as the Hampden, in which, for fhe sa- 
tisfaction of yourself and my correspon- 
dent, the Baronet, you arid he wouM find 
several friends..to triennial Parliaments, and 
whp, mother respect? , think well fcf mo- 
derate Reform.'. Tn that society, on 'a mo* 
tion of Sir Wm. Gear's, and an amend- 
ment thereupon moved by rnysiif,. it is 
s t 
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already agreed to debate the relative merits 
of moderate Reform and radical Reform. 
Can you, my dear Sir, or can those York- 
shire patriots who accord with you in opi 
nion do better than join that society ? We 
have Yorkshire brethren who, I doubt not, 
Would esteem themselves happy in pro- 
posing yourself, Sir George Caley, and 
any of your friends who may desire to be 
Members. To that same end, my humble 
services are at your command. Although 
that society is in its infancy, the estates of 
the Members, collectively, I believe, to 
•xceed £.$50,QG0 a- year; which seems to 
eorrespond with the Icind of association 
you approve. 

jligh as my respect, Sir, assuredly is, 
for the extensive county of York, yet a 
local association for the"great national ob- 
ject of Parliamentary Reform, does not 
seem so suitable as an association such as 
the Hampden, drawn from the Nobility and 
Gentry of all counties indifferently. Par- 
ticular counties have their particular fan- 
cies, and fashions, and systems, which 
ought not to give a colour to what is na- 
tional. .And, to say the truth, you your- 
self, my dear Sir, sometimes speak more 
as a Yorkshireman than as an Englishman 
Your measure, spoken of in your present 
Address, which is a" paper on 3 national Re 
form, is professedly to be proposed on 
Yorkshire ideas, and ideas which experi- 
ence and the light it brings with it have 
as I believe, rendered r;uire obsolete. 
This paper thus begins ;— " i\ the present 
extraordinary crisis, the na.toh looks with 
anxious curiosity to '.he movements of 
Yorkshire 5!* and shortly afterwards speaks 
of "every preparation to insure that result . 
which Yorkshire, when it does meet is 
entitled to expect" 

It was not exactly in this style Sir 
William Jones addressed an aggregate 
meeting of Middlesex, Surrey, London, 
■Westminster, jtnd Southwark : " If" says 
fie, " we mean to recommend petitions on 
the general ground, in order to shun that 
fatal rock, diversity if sentiment on parti- 
culars, I desire' no more ; hoping at the 
same time, although the five circles here 
assembled have no right or pretension to 
take a lead in the nation, yet that the o- 
tner counties, districts and towns in. Great - 
iiritain will approve our idea, and not 
disdain to follow our example ; in that 
idea I smile at the thought of ft miscar- 
riage, and am confident that with concur- 



rence, perseverance, and moderation,* the peo- 
ple of England must prevail in a claim so 
essential to their liberties."f More than 
sixty thousand York'shiremen have already- 
signed " petitions on the general ground ; ' 
thus avoiding that fatal rod, diversity of 
sentiment on particulars." This they have 
done in three clear propositions, or prin- 
ciples, claiming all that constitutes politi- 
cal liberty,or representation according to 
the constitution ; without dictating to Par« 
liament any specific measure, or uttering 
one word touching t he mode of enactment ; 
whereas your hundred tmights and triennial 
Parliaments are not self-evident rights, 
nor any rights at all; are not principles, 
but measures and exceptionable measures 
too ; as well as a direct dictation of speci« 
fie enactments, not grounded on right, 
truth, or justice ; wherefore Sir George 
Caley*s position, in which he charges us 
with f? legislating for ourselves"- and claims 
to himself and friends the merit of not im- 
properly interfering with the province of 
Parliament, is exactly the reverse of the 
fact. To the people it belongs to claim 
their rights; to Parliament if appertains 
to frame the law for doing them justice. 

The former of your two propositions is 
no clear or positive right; the latter, in 
itself, a gross and pernicious corruption. 
How, then, on such grounds, is it pos- 
sible to build up unanimity. 

Should you, on calm and mature con- 
sideration, see the solid wisdom of joining 
us in petitioning, « on the general 
ground," the same form which in York- 
shire has hitherto so well succeeded, may 
lie continued, or another on the same 
" general ground" may be composed ; in 
which case an immensity of local signa- 
tures may be anticipated ; and the gener- 
ous eiampfe would probably be followed 
by an aroused nation, schooled by suf- 
fering in political knowledge ; so that, 
by the effect of union and cordial cooper- 
dfion, peacefully exerted, it should in- 
fallibly shake off its degrading rotten- 
borough chains ; and as majestically, as 
calmly, assert that liberty which it claims 
under Gob and nature, and the English 
Constitution ! But sfiould you unhappily 
abide by the meagre*, infantine propo- 
sitions of 3780, tank you hot infallibly 



? Not in principle, but in conduct-. 
i Works, VL715. 4to.ed. 
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that " falal td'ck-^ilheritfi/ of sin- 



I2f" and, after Ml, ttlHWt the tfreat 
ami independent county of York, tluda- 
going the pains of labour to bring forth 

' JSutmy friend, *>ho nrtw aii '*' ''M>*inMe- 
V' jdh'eres to the crude measure of 17S0, 
iirelv foreets alio the resolutions " offer- 
ed N the Rev. C. tVVVi>f., -*lui.igh 

j>j 1;U [ Frances, Esq. to the Considera- 
tion of the Society, the Frhittii />/ the /'«/*•, 
on 'the 29th of November, i?M." 

Of these Resolutions, nine in number, 
did containing much niattcr Which had 
ao'e entered into the infant mind of the 
genius of Reform in f urkshire, in 1780, 
"would i>« foreign to my prcscift pwfMse 
co *uote more than two. In the fitfl, Mia 
proposed, that copy'htiltldw tit fahf Mh 
lings yearly and householders, who h„.ve 
bsid taxes, should be allowed to vote.* ttx 
Otis proposition, is there arty other dif- 
ference .worth a thought "from ftfrttiMlfat 
|,»«.[|«i« "Utah direct taxitthii, except 
that it is not expressed' with (juite so muc'h 
simplicity?. ".'..' 

The ninth Resolution, after a praamMc 
proceeding,, as it appears totne, from tinSi- 
dity and shortsightedness, ends in these 
words: "The dumtioh' of Fartiameh'ts 
should be reduced, as h'erefnfcfre, tt> a cettn 
not exceeding one ye Aft. "f , 

Weknow, indeed, of a young Yorkshire 
ffable'man, who, fancying, iu ISTi; Aitt 
he had detected the Reformists, even the 
'» moderate" 'Reform!***, 1«. proposing 
n AstiMrotts Itimnnitlem," set about the weav- 
jjogoF a cobweb, for catching those flies of 
Reform, who buzK and wanton on the 
vnbgi without knowledge and wlfljoat 
thought. In the House, hi Currnn<iifo, 
with much self-eomptaAncy, thin young 
lord asked, " At what >kcctrt >m«o 
rtpvtsmtatim and taxation had {jone toge- 
ther V As if the English Coiistltuftoh were 
to he proved by tyrannical jiriitlktt, ili*tts$d 
of just firlnci/la. In a futute letter", the 
venerable Ciamden shall answer that yotfag 
nobleman. Surely, Mr. Wyvitl does' not 
inean to figure as an wiutigted fly, beatrld- 
den by the, weaver of this flimsy net, suck- 
ing hubraius! And a* "little, it is to be 
lioped, will" he relish a double mctatttor* 
fibmi-i first into the victim %, and then 
into . the rtlamem-spiisnng, wetb-weaving 
spider itself! The sophistry, however, it 

* WyvhTs Polit. Pap, Vol. v, F, 16. 
t Wyvill's Polit. Pstp, Iv, .*U5, JWfl»> 



at ohcetoo'palpuriteto effeflglima'ny "&*;?,. 

tkire VhAeriUhtiiiii. § 

One is almost tempted' to asfej if an hti- 
'fedihiry apprehension of Chang* 'has not 
prodiiMtt'a new promise of support, prb. 
vided .your' propositiona be''.- sufficiently 
" m(.d«at«" to' give bo disquietude to 
the. patrons' of what a fceartied Counsel, 
before a Pjirlfarnctaiary eortimittee, lately- 
Called " pnpttrfybatvtfghH" It is to be hop&f, 
however, fhat'through S»ie4-eatJ*ig- fear and 
flexibility you have not Mien into afry 
such new sh#e. Blading you adieu for »■ 
short time, 

l remain,, t)ear &F, 

ltt*ip your friend :ansd servant, 

■f#*# : OU.i»HmMfWu 



iETTisa ix. 

Stfiie, but hettr I 

_ !f>e«r Bk, The dowrine of tlmHaiitKs to 

liberty, ta h* bolstered up with ■ ?* plat**" 

m w\'fi m this dOCtriw« of '" ifeiWations i" 

itself «tti . .■'.« inswatlon" with *."'WiMj«h, 
art She«rade, indigestible it uh» of an' ew 
otic •urea whhih thrives «»t oa ©or toii, 
ti is * t*e« of two 's^ectts, »aw»efc f 
« *ne*k-*i««r*M,*' sasd " ha«-reform|" 
which," lay the oftnaing *»i«ww><#« 
*f it* cultivatoM,. k oa)le4 « f*»ptr«c 
*ftfel"t»," ««d ■ * «Mrt$0>ate 'referta."'Mt ii* 
scarcely necessary to remsirk, that amy oRft 
of these glvesfo nattfpew -«»»»j' astt to the 
«aJk«i fc*,- tltito *«w^«etiweijr itiaajs io 
tsh«dj wh*f<fby\ tw • ( »4*c«(^.n8t8rei«ie 
iwd* 'tAMMM r *lh««!»s «nw*tfe*W re*, 
fftrtof- f tomg -tfCM *U aslilsft,- s*d wirii *«* 
«rt«(Mit -e^tviy **«*■}« their d»e, «*« **■ 
to© ttteorrt- with justice and w4thr-i*eed»iij- 
It, fherflfare, mydw» »ir,y«its have in rV 
»Hty it*hil«* ftWV'pttfteiples, 'ifcd fomnd 
mew ; o"piufo» ; }. M y«u ha*e teamed *o 
SW*k' Jastiiee m&'ttvu&m "•aftnge»usia- 
'MVaiiioM,'* spea-te o*t» tihSt flat. only the 
ftewhoWfre «f afork«M*e, bnt"'ttu» peopi* 
8t large, may rtgluly understaai* yoo. 

H mth be *rf yoar mewjlr^f, tell to at 
least, plaiwly *Ad'4i«thKtlyv wbm yem 4o 
wt*arrby ysn* phm9« 3 '? i«^eT«tts •<(«#- 
■»wten»v' Be ttfo* rn»i»iSf what, it aaf » 
J shell still MtA Mfch* twr {teCffesitiof »■■ 

(1 For «,B'"M*wta* «f tfiSf- steoharf, •«*• 
six Lttmim «B* fttowptfir of ta«i>Mk, 
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nor your interpretation of them, a cause 
for anger. 1 shall be content to know our 
danger, that, by the exercise of our rea- 
son, we may put an end to it. I do the 
more wish for an explicit avowal of your 
sentiments, as I will candidly acknowledge, 
that, to my judgment, you appear, not- 
withstanding language of which 1 may re- 
mind you, to lean too much to the inte- 
rests, of the Aristocratic order in our Go- 
vernment, of which you are not a member; 
and too little to the rights of the Democra- 
tic order, of which you are a member. 
Here, in part, I apprehend, is the ground 
of that difference of opinion, friendly as 
it has been, which has ever subsisted be- 
tween us. Let us, by all means, give to 
aristocracy those things which to aristocracy 
appertain ; but let us also give to democracy 
those things which to democracy belong ! 
And we should ever keep' in mind, that it 
is in the democratic branch alone political 
lt'i'crty hath its source and root. If, there- 
f >re, we desire that our nobility shsfll be 
t/.e proper nobility of a free nation ; the 
only kind baying true dignity and real va- 
lue, instead of the nobility of a despotism, 
characteristically useless, base, and exe- 
crable, we ought to take especial care, 
not merely ,in the fidelity we peculiarly 
owe our own order, but in tenderness also 
to the privileged class, to preserve pure 
and uncontaminated the sole fountain of 
public liberty ; Popular Representa- 
*io ». 

I am the more induced thus frankly to 
deal with you, because, when 1 reflect on 
all the grounds of my present acknow- 
ledgment, and when I compare the lately- 
written sentiments of yourself with those 
of our friend Sir George Caiet, which 
beat internal evidence of consultation and 
concurrence, I cannot but every where 
discern the strongest marks of panic ,- the 
character and effect of which is, to lead 
men into the very evils they dread ; to 
render knowledge useless, talent hurtful 
in spite of good intention, and even expe- 
rience a false guide. 

While the Baronet has been planning 
with you a county meeting, to consider of 
a " step-by-»tep, " progressive" Parlia- 
mentary Reform, his imagination, it seems, 
has been visited by a very novel kind of 
spectre, which he calls the " Hydra of tree- . 
dom.". From this circumstance I guess it is, 
that, in his opinion, we ought not in our 
petitions " to claim the »Ao^ purity of the 
Constitution as, a matter of right," and 



that " although the French are not at our 
gates, under »ur present arduous circum- 
stances, it is NOT what the Constitution 
is, that we have to consider; but by what 
means we can most safely and effectually 
put it into a train of amendment, under the 
DIRECTION of the thinkingpart of the nation, 
and according to such plan as shall, in their 
cool and deliberate opinion, be thought best." 
This in a case in which the entire liberties 
of a nation are at stake, and which liber- 
ties seem to be better comprehended by the 
mass of the Freeholders of your county, 
than by the Baronet himself, is, methiuks, 
" cool" enough ! The same confusion of 
ideas, which, to the Baronet's aristocratic 
imagination pictures Freedom as a many- 
headed serpent, fills it at the same time 
wifh notions, which, if carried into ef- 
fect, would, without doubt, " progres- 
sively," take off all her heads, although 
ten times as numerous as those of the 
Lerneaa Hydra. 

What ! at the very moment when you 
are declaring to all the world, more par- 
ticularly to above one hundred and thirty thou- 
sand petitioners, nearly one half of whom are 
Torishiremen, that the three propositions which 
they have signed, under a full conviction of 
their being the very essence of the consti- 
tution, are, nevertheless, nothing better 
than " dangerous innovations j" are we, 
I say, at the very same moment to be told, 
in a letter under the Baronet's hand and 
your seal, that it is not now our business 
to concern ourselves as to " what the Con- 
stitution is !" Good God ! Repressing and 
suspending, however, my astonishment, I 
here ask, where are we to find this " thinking 
part of the nation" who, while the rest repose 
inignorance and confidence, are to takegood 
care of us? ' Here me art,' replies the 
Baronet. * In my letter to you, as in the 
1 politic and mystical speeches of Crom- 
' w£Lt, when too much perspicuity would 
« not have been convenient, you would 
' find abundance of tares and trash, much 

* chaff and little wheat, thrown together 
' in a chaos of confusion ; but, if you will 

* have the patience and labour to arrange, 
1 to connect, to winnow, and to sift, you. 
' will find your question answered ; and 

* know who * the thinking part of the nation 
' are ; which is of more consequence than 
' knowing • what the Constitution is.' Know 

* then that, ' Mr. Wtvill, Sir F — W — , 
' myself, and some others, have propqse d 
' an association of wealthy Reformers ;' 
" we wish to ask just so much aud no 
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«« more, as by means of th* new vigour 
" thus thrown into our Rtprlsentati-oc* Body 
" would insure, that body having the pew 
« er and the inclination to do all the rest.* 
•' In odr opinion, if the land be to besav- 
" ed by the vieU-informed of the higher 
" classes, it must be by some method of 
« greater caution and security than head- 
« ing a senseless mob. « Parliament re- 
« formed to the degree pointed out j is sup- 
« posed to be left capable and -aiiUing to do 
« the remainder by itself; otherwise WE 
" should not have proceeded far enough." 
fiere, then, O good people of England, 
we'have that " thinking and well-inform- 
ed part of the nation," who are to render 
thinking or knowledge unnecessaiy to any 
but themselves ; and who are also of their 
preat beneficence to confer on the Parlia- 
ment " the poiver and the inclination" the 
« capacity and the •willingness," to carry into 
effect their " great practical improve- 
ment ;" that is, the puerile fancy which 
infant Reform, then in leading strings, and 
too weak of intellect to understand the 
wisdom of those sound teachers, the depu- 
ties, was unhappily taught to lisp in the 
year 1780'.!! 

While occupied in meditating, as well as 
in actively promoting, means of harmon- 
izing all orders of the community, for 
bringing about a cordial co-operation of 
the higher with tbe lower, and of the 
lower with the higher classes in society, by 
laving before both that which is equally 
the interest of all to espouse, from the 
Duke, to the Peasant, when 1 hear a Re- 
formist and a Christian minister, I hope 
merely in a peevish moment, speak of the 
lower class with singular contempt, as 
prone to nothing but mischi< f and confu- 
sion j and when I observe him revolting 
from the idea of signing with them the 
same petitions for public salvation, as al- 
though itwould be acontamination ; many 
and great are the afflicting emotions which 
arise ; it being the settled conviction in 
ray mind, that without such harmony and 
co-operation, there can be no hope of 
that public salvation. 

Is not, my dear Sir, the church of Con- 
stable Burton as open to the lowest as to 
the highest in Society ? Do not both 
classes there, and in the same form of 
words, petition on terms of perfect equa- 
lity for eternal salvation ? What then is 

* See the Address. 



to prevent both classes- every where peti- 
tioning, in terms of as perfect equality for 
temporal salvation i Both cases stand on 
the great law of nature, in which, as 
their source, all principles are to be found ; 
and when found become indispensable rates 
of human action ; whereas expediency or 
discretion, can Only have place as a rule of 
action, where no principle governs : shall, 
then, meer prejudice, or pride of caste, 
alike disowned by political wisdom and 
Christian benevolence, estrange and sever, 
rather than harmonize and unite, the peo- 
ple of England in pursuit of a reformed 
Representation, on which their being a 
free nation depends ? 

When the Minister Pit r had become an 
apostate from freedom, h <j, for the crimi- 
nal purpose of disunion,' that be might de- 
feat reform, with wicked iudustry sowed 
iiiscntion through the land ; arraying the 
high against the low, even in arms. He 
formed his "wealthy associations," Jie 
branded with foul natties, and defamed by 
insinuations, all Who subscribed not to the 
courtly opinions; and he attempted to take 
away the lives of innocent men, whom his 
profligate instruments thought fit to accuse 
of ill designs. Was my friend Wynuto 
enamoured of all this, as to be now in any 
degree, ambitious 'oftreading in rh* steps, 
and emulating the fame of that * impos- 
tor ? 

As he has been pleased to impute to me, 
and in a tone of some displeasure, rath- 
ness and obstinacy, allow me to ask, if he 
has well weighed the import of those ex- 
pressions. By the epithet " rash," we 
commonly denote an excess of courage ; 
that is, courage not accompanied with the 
necessary judgment or genius to crown it 
with success; for, tbith these accompani- 
ments, we call it heroism. But this defi- 
nition brings with it- an obligation of de- 
fining courage. Courage is not likefearj a 
universal and simple' passion, but a com- 
pound quality or virtue; and I should de- 
fine courage to consist in a man's not wast- 
ing resolution or fortitude; under any cir- 
cumstances which may occur, to do, or, to 
attempt whatever it is his duty to do otto 
attempt. This is no mean virtue. That 
courage which shows itself in boys, is not 
the moral virtue of which I am spAkiug' ; 
but still that boyish courage is a compound 
quality, overbalancing the universal pas- 
sion of fear, universally implanted in men, 
for his self-preservation. Obstinacy I hold 
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to be mere f»«M4syroce in wrong. Having 
Made these observations, I pass on. 

Had that conduct of mine, which has 
been misrepresented and calumniated, be- 
cause not understood, done no other good, 
yet,. from our friend, tbe, Baronet, I learn 
that it has, at least,, produced one happy 
effect, in having at length aroused from 
their torpor some of those ia the higher 
classes, to whom my personal persuasions 
had been in vain addressed. By that very 
conduct of mine, it seems that the Baronet 
himself, Mr. Wyvill, and others, had 
been stimulated, as he says to me, " to 
promote an. association of wealthy reform- 
ers, grounding in part the necessity ,of 
the higher and middling classes coming for- 
ward to accomplish Reform in a laodtrati 
manner, lest Ton and the thr.ee hundred 
thousand step in and perform it in a sum- 
mary way." 

Much, my dear sir, as \ differ from the 
Baronet and yourself o.n- the question of 
means, yet I should have abundant reason 
to be satisfied with, a conduct on my part, 
which had thus proved but a remote cause 
of the gentlemen and freeholders of a 
county, containing as many square leagues 
of land as the collective republics ot an- 
cient Greece, or the modern assemblage 
of the States of Holland, having been 
called together to consider of any proposi- 
tions whatever, which are to be submitted 
to their "deliberation," on the subject of 
" Parliamentary Reform." That the hope 
of such like consequences resulting from 
that lour ot mine, was que of the actuat- 
ing motive? to its having been undertaken, 
is well known to my confidential friends. 
I, therefore, trust this consideration may 
induce you to give me a little more credit 
in future, for not being altogether blind to 
the rigiit mode of pursuing " great prac- 
tical improvements." The attempt which 
I made, 1 thought it my duty to make. My 
object wis, to call forth all orders and 
classes indifferently, in pursuit of a right 
object ; aud although a very humble pri- 
vate gentleman, , with no means whatever 
of improper influence of any kind, but 
•cling under great discouragements, your 
own strenuous opposition of the number, 
1 nevertheless uuatiei- Call you this rash- 
ness ? Impartial.history, I trust, will call 
it by another name. .When the nation 
was under a general fascination, a sort of 
witchcraft, a spell, spreading around the 
dastard influence, of. "/"jf****" 1 ". it was ne- 
cessary the disgraceful spell should be dis- 
solved. 1 trust it is now melting into air. 



I remain, riear Sir, truly, your friend 
and servant, 

John Cahtwrhjut. 
Tfhe continued. 



catholic board. 
On the 1.8th instant, the Deputation pf 
the Catholics of Ireland waited on the 
late Masts* of the Rolu with the Ad- 
dress of the Catholic Board. The pro- 
cession of .carriages proceeded frqm 
Cipel-street, at ha.lf-.past two o'clock. Tbe 
Address was read by Owen O'Oon.q,*, 
of Belanagar : it is the production of Dr. 
Bohke. After Mr. C,v%RAji had r?ad his 
■ Reply, .be invited the Deputation into 
the adjoining room, where .an, elegant col- 
lation was prepared, and where he con- 
versed individually with the Deputation 
for nearly half an hour .previous to tlujir 
taking leave. The following are the Ad- 
dress and Answer : 

7o the Ri^ht Honourable 

JOHN PH1LPOT CURRAN, 

tsV. SsV. 5sV. 

" The General Board of the Catholics 
of Ireland feel it their duty to addro.8 
you on your resignation of the high of- 
fice to which yo'or talents were called, 
and the duties of which you have dis- 
charged with the courtesy of a Gentle- 
man, the abilities of a Lawyer, the dig- 
nity of a Judge, and the characteristic 
integrity which has ever distinguished 
you. 

" Taking a review of a life devoted to 
the service of your Country, and the 
caqse and interest of public and private 
Liberty, we shall ever hold in proud and 
grateful remembrance the energy which 
you displayed in resisting oppression and 
defending the rights of the Srbject aud 
the Constitution: the independent spirit 
with which you met the frowns »\ii t;<« 
seductions of power, the intrepidity with 
which you vindicated your insulted 
and maligned Country, and the sacri- 
fices which you made at the shrine of 
public virtue. 

" The freedom and privileges of your 
profession, so, closely connected with 
those of the Public, you upheld both at 
the Bar and on the Bench. 

" The first flight of your juvenile ge- 
nius was a noble and generous defence 
of an obscure but respectable individual 
against a lawless assault of Tyrannical 
Power. Vou have uniformly opposed 



